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PHOTO: 2019 Champion Child, Dekharai 
Parrish, and David Ball pose together before 
particpating in the 5K portion of the Miles for 
Miracles fundraising run, where David pushed 
Dekharai in his wheelchair!
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The Board of Advocates of Children’s Hospital Foundation is a statewide group of community leaders, serving as ambassadors 
with our Board of Directors and many statewide volunteers. Together, we are dedicated to promoting the health and  
well-being of Oklahoma’s children through the mission of Children’s Hospital Foundation.
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for the kids

for the

KidsKids
Renowned Oklahoma-based artist Steve Hare spent an entire day in July painting with Miracle Children. Each 
child contributed to five paintings that were later auctioned off at the annual Dancing for a Miracle Gala; 
together, the paintings raised $12,000! 

PAINTING FOR MIRACLES

4 | Children’s Hospital Foundation
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2020 Champion Child

Every year, CHF chooses a Champion Child to represent our organization and “champion“ our cause and mission. We 
are so excited to announce that Mattie Hurley has been chosen as the 2020 Champion Child! Mattie was diagnosed 
with Congenital Diaphragmatic Hernia at 19 weeks of gestation. She was born with less than 10% of the left side of her 
diaphragm. This forced all of her abdominal organs to develop in her chest and thus compromised the development of 
her left lung and pushed her heart to the right side of her chest. Mattie underwent multiple surgeries to overcome these 
complications and today she is a healthy, happy child who loves to dance. Thank you for being an inspiration to all of us, 
Mattie, and for reminding us why we do what we do!

Children’s Hospital Foundation | 5

Butterfly Club
Once branded as Kids Club, our Butterfly Club has a new look 
and a new name. Why “Butterfly Club”? 

The concept of the butterfly effect is that one small action 
can create a ripple effect toward a much larger outcome. 
This idea comes from the theory that a butterfly flapping its 
wings could create a tornado on the other side of the world. 
One small action can create an impact you might not be able 
to see.

Every bit of support we have from YOU helps us in our 
mission to provide the best care for children in Oklahoma. 
Access to excellent care improves a child’s chances of 
succeeding in school and experiencing moments in life 
we all cherish. By contributing to Children’s Hospital 
Foundation, you are supporting our mission in recruiting 
and retaining world-class doctors to direct research, treating 
patients, and train the future generation of pediatricians.

Joining our Butterfly Club is a simple monthly commitment 
of $20 per month (or the amount of your choice) for a year, or 
a one-time gift of $240 representing $20 per month for 1 year.  
Donate online at chfKids.com/donations/ButterflyClub!

Seven-year-old Zac, a patient at the Jimmy Everest 
Center for Cancer and Blood Disorders, and his 
parents gave gold shoelaces to every child in 
Cleveland Elementary before the school’s annual 
Jog-A-Thon on September 26th. The Yanch family’s 
fundraising total was $2,500 and they raised 
invaluable awareness for the Center!

KIDS HELPING KIDS
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for the kids Children‘s Cancer Awareness Friends 
and Family Event

On October 19th, the Oklahoma City Zoo 
hosted Miracle Children and Grateful 
Families for a day of animal-filled fun!  
Families spent the day attending the 
Sea Lion Show, eating pizza for lunch, 
feeding the ducks in the pond, and 
seeing animals such as elephants, giraffes 
and lions. Thank you so much to Express 
Employment International for sponsoring 
such a wonderful day!

ZOO CREW

6 | Children’s Hospital Foundation

On Saturday, September 14th, Children 
treated at the Jimmy Everest Center for 
Cancer and Blood Disorders celebrated their 
courageous fights at the Science Museum 
Oklahoma. Patients of the JEC, past and 
present, their families, JEC team members, 
donors and volunteers attended the event. 
The Museum was closed to the public so 
that the kids and their families had it all 
to themselves, allowing all to explore the 
tree house, exhibits and zip through the 
hallways on segways. During the event, a 
Medal Ceremony was held where each child 
treated at JEC was given a medal as a token 
for their bravery and strength. Each sibling 
was also given a medal, as cancer affects 
the whole family. Kids especially enjoyed a 
science-themed ice cream sundae bar! Dr. 
Meyer, CHF Ben Johnson Chair, attended 
the event and interacted with the children 
and families. All attendees had a wonderful 
evening celebrating the young heroes!
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KIDS CARE
There are not many things better than kids helping kids, and that’s exactly what our Kids Care program highlights! 
We are so thankful for our Kids Care schools and the dedication they show to CHF. 

The Cheyenne Middle School Volleyball 
Team raised $1,386 for the CHF.

Cross Timbers Elementary raised 
$12,000 for the kids! 

Children’s Hospital Foundation | 7

The preschoolers at Blair Early 
Educational Center raised $453.70!

Bear in the Chair
CHF’s Bear in the Chair Program, sponsored 
by Love’s Travel Stops, provides comfort and 
inclusivity for children unable to attend 
school because of treatment requirements.

Patients ages 4-14 who have to miss school 
due to their diagnosis greatly benefit from 
this program, as do the other students in the 
classroom. When the patient is gone, a child-
sized bear sits in his or her desk, a physical 
reminder to classmates to think about their 
sick friend. The patient receives a small bear, 
as well, and teachers are encouraged to 
include the bear in daily activities and send 
photos to show the child all the support and 
love that is waiting for them back at school. 

This program helps keep patients’ spirits 
up and also makes the integration process 
back into the classroom much smoother. 
Being treated in a hospital as a child is hard 
enough; no child should have to struggle 
with staying connected to their school and 
classmates on top of that. 

For information on how to arrange a Bear in the 
Chair for a child in treatment, please contact 
Kalsey Rojo at kalsey-rojo@ouhsc.edu.
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events

The 12th Annual Dancing 
for a Miracle Gala was an 
unforgettable evening of 
celebration and fundraising 
for Children‘s Hospital 
Foundation. With a theme 
of Famous Icons, Past 
and Present, nine local 
celebrities, each paired with a 
professional dancer, took the 
stage and danced in front of 
a crowd of more than 1,000. 
The evening kicked off with 
a cocktail reception, silent 
auction and performance by 
renowned Oklahoma City 
cellist Sam Kahre, followed 
by a seated three-course 
dinner and live auction.  
Guests were entertained by 
a surprise performance by 
Kristin Chenoweth as well, 
who agreed to take the stage 
and sing to raise $10,000 for 

the fundraiser. Lisa Talley 
and Leon Selby were the 
overall Dancing for a Miracle 
winners, raising more than 
$221,000 and setting a record 
for the highest amount raised 
by an individual dancer. 
The celebrity dancers raised 
$450,000 collectively. Randy 
and Linda Kamp, owners 
of Kamp‘s 1910, chaired the 
event for the second year in a 
row and expressed thanks to 
every individual, corporation, 
sponsor and volunteer who 
helped make the event a 
success. 

Mark your calendars: Dancing for a 
Miracle 2020 takes place on August 
15th! To make a reservation, contact 
Lauren Thoman at 
Lauren-Thoman@ouhsc.edu.

Dancing for a Miracle Soars to New Heights

Broadway Star and Actress Kristin Chenoweth, 
who attended 2019 Dancing for a Miracle to 

support her friend Sandi Patty, poses with 
Miracle Children at the event.

8 | Children’s Hospital Foundation

12th Annual Gala Raises $450,000 for Children’s Hospital Foundation
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12th Annual Gala Raises $450,000 for Children’s Hospital Foundation

Lisa talley 

& leon selby

2019 CELEBRITY AND PROFESSIONAL DANCERS
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events

MILES FOR MIRACLES
The “Miles for Miracles” fundraising run took place on Sunday, October 27th on the OUHSC campus. The event brought 
together families, friends, supporters and athletes to raise funds and awareness for the battle against childhood illnesses. 
A 15K, 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run were all held to accomodate walkers and runners of all abilities. Live music, food trucks, a 
pumpkin-painting station and other activities were held to ensure a fun and family-friendly event. Many of CHF‘s Miracle 
Children and Grateful Families attended and ran in the event. Our 2019 Champion Child Dekharai was pushed in his 
wheelchair by runner David Ball the entire 5K! 

10 | Children’s Hospital Foundation
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Children‘s Hospital Foundation hosted more than 500 guests and raised $396,836 during the 2019 Starlight Ball on 
Saturday, November 2, 2019 at the Oklahoma City Golf and Country Club. With a theme of “Kisses for the Kids,” the 
vibrant décor transported the guests to a luxe Parisian parlor. 

Event attendees were greeted at the front door with an interactive champagne wall and then socialized during a 
cocktail hour before the seated three-course meal began. A live auction, including items such as tickets to Lady Gaga’s 
sold-out Las Vegas Concert and a VIP Lollapalooza Experience, followed dinner. Guests spent the rest of the evening 
dancing to live music from the renowned Dallas band Empire 6 and entering raffles to win a Diamonds Direct Bracelet 
or an Ashley Longshore Artist Collector’s Box.

Event chairs Amy and Kelly Gray and Libby and Todd Naifeh led this year’s Starlight Ball. The two couples worked 
tirelessly to ensure the evening was a success and the focus never strayed from the true purpose of the ball.

“We were honored to co-chair the Starlight Ball this year,” said Amy Gray. “The evening is always one of the highlights 
of the year, and we are thrilled that the event raised so much money for the kids. Children’s Hospital provides 
spectacular care to every one of its patients, and so much of that is due to the funds CHF raises for it. We are honored 
that we got to play a small part in an incredibly important cause.”

Children’s Hospital Foundation | 11
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community curtain call

Duck, Duck, Donate!
The Annual Kiwanis Sonny Bright Duck Race went back home to Turner Falls Park for the first time in 
almost 10 years as the feature event of the Kiwanis Festival of Service. For this fundraising event, Kiwanis 
clubs across Oklahoma sold tickets to friends, families and any interested parties. Each ticket (which are 
$5 a piece) represents a rubber duck that, on the day of the event, is dumped into the creek just south 
of the Falls, along with every other purchased duck. The rubber duckies then “race“ to the finish line. 
Whoever‘s duck finishes in first place is awarded $1,000; this year‘s winner, Mike Starega, generously 
decided to donate his winnings back to CHF.

The Festival of Service featured a vast array of food, family friendly games and activities, a raffle, and a 
Children‘s Princess Pageant. Samantha, who won the pageant, donated $800 to CHF. Overall, Kiwanis 
raised $21,922.89 to help further research and care for the sick children of Oklahoma!  

12 | Children’s Hospital Foundation
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Every year, Ace Hardware puts on a campaign in 
support of Children’s Hospital Foundation. During 
the first weekend of August 2019, Ace ran the  
Bucket Days Program, where anyone who makes a 
$5 donation to CHF gets a limited edition bucket 
and 20% off any items they could fit inside it. 
During this campaign, stores built displays using 
the buckets, held bake sales and cookouts, and 
hosted Miracle Families at participating stores 
to tell their stories to customers and further the 
program‘s mission. 

The Westlake Ace Hardware store in Edmond uses 
this opportunity to host a car show as part of the 
campaign. In addition to having a vast variety 
of classic cars to show, employees also grill hot 
dogs, have  auction items and let people vote on 

which car is their favorite through the form of a 
small donation. 2019’s car show raised more than 
$2,000! We are so thankful for all the Ace stores 
and for the Westlake location for going above and 
beyond! 

The family-owned convenience 
store chain Jiffy Trip recently 
completed its third fundraising 
campaign for Children‘s Hospital 
Foundation. Jiffy Trip raised 
money by selling CHF icons 
and lunch specials and holding 
raffles for prizes such as Thunder 
tickets, Bedlam tickets and a 
Yeti cooler. Jiffy Trip had a goal 
of raising $60,000 but ended 

up raising $83,381.58. They beat 
their 2019 goal by over $23,000! 
With 29 locations scattered 
across the northwestern parts of 
Oklahoma, many of the stores’ 
employees have a personal 
connection to Children’s 
Hospital, which goes to show 
just how widespread an impact 
our hospital has on every corner 
of the state.

IN “ACE” YOU DIDN’T KNOW...

HELPING THE KIDS IN A “JIFFY”

GAMESTOP GIVES

Children’s Hospital Foundation | 13

Gamestop concluded a register campaign that ran from 
October 4th to November 11th. Stores continue to hold 
Trade in for Charity, where customers can donate 100% 
of the trade-in value of used games, hardware, software, 
accessories or consumer electronics to Children’s 
Hospitals. An abundance of pop culture toys, such as the 
Funko POP! figures, have been donated, as well.

Additionally, Gamestop has started its own Extra Life 
Team to advocate for the PLAY GAMES to HEAL KIDS 
program. Players in this program participate in both 
board and video games while asking family, friends 
and co-workers to pledge funds toward their playing. 
Some even take it a step further by finding businesses to 
donate! Children’s Hospital Foundation is lucky to have 
30 Gamestop locations contributing to the cause. We are 
so grateful to have such a dedicated partner!
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WE “LOVE’S” THE KIDS

community curtain call

MiracleCon
The inaugural MiracleCon Gaming Event took place on 
August 24th at the Nicholson Tower, which is located in 
the old Children’s Hospital that has been renovated into a 
convention space. Originally thought to be a smaller event 
that could be used as a platform to educate gamers on 
Extra Life, where gamers play games to raise money for the 
kids, the convention hosted over 500 attendees and raised 
more than $7,000! Committee Chairs Mike Dattolo and 
Branden Easley brought together the best of the industry; 
Microsoft, Retro Gamers, Nintendo, OK Board Gamers, 
DreamHack, OU Innovation Hub, 501 Legions (a local Star 
Wars group), Ghostbusters and many local businesses.

Ticket holders spent the day experiencing the many 
vendors, Dungeons & Dragons Master Training, Pokemon 
Trivia, thought-provoking panels, virtual reality, food, 
Anime movies, Cosplay contests and, of course, video 
games. Johnny Ryan Weaver, better known to the gaming 
community as Icy Chiller, is a retired Halo Champion who 
joined the Extra Life Board and ran the Apex and Smash 
Brothers video game tournaments at the convention. The 
event was a huge success and everyone involved cannot 
wait to see how next year’s convention goes.

14 | Children’s Hospital Foundation

This year Love’s celebrated their 20-year partnership with the 
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals. During their campaign 
that took place from August 26th through September 30th, Love’s 
raised $229,223.95 for the kids!
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MIRACLE CHILD CHRISTMAS PARTY

On December 9th, Focus 
Credit Union presented their 

check for $518.21 to Children’s 
Hospital Foundation.

On October 4th, Credit Unions hosted a 
luncheon at the hospital to talk about ways to BAND 

together and raise funds for Children’s Hospital Foundation. 

True Sky Credit Union hosted 
their Twelfth Annual Golf 

Tournament, raising a toal 
of $53,000 for the kids. 2019 
Champion Child Dekharai is 

pictured with Miss Oklahoma 
2019 Addison Price at the 

event.

Credit Unions Care

CHF celebrated the holidays and Miracle 
Children at the annual Miracle Child Christmas 
Party. Held at Incredible Pizza, the celebration 
took place on December 12th. Thanks to 
toys donated from a variety of generous, 
local donors and partners, every child from 
each family was able to pick out gifts and a 
stuffed animal! Kids also received a hand-
knitted beanie from Ms. Fay Campbell, who 
has donated hats to CHF for several years, 
and nibbled on delicious cookies donated 
by Auntie Em’s Sweets. After eating their fill 
from the buffet, children told Santa all their 
wishes for the Christmas season. The rest of 
the evening was spent playing arcade games, 
bowling, riding mini rollercoasters, and go-
karting as kids and their families experienced 
all Incredible Pizza had to offer. It was a night 
full of festive fun and holiday cheer!

Kate's Magazine Draft.indd   15Kate's Magazine Draft.indd   15 1/9/2020   7:33:51 AM1/9/2020   7:33:51 AM



No Tricks, Just Treats!

Teen Board Members spent a Saturday hosting a 
“Trunk or Treat” at Classen Curve’s Boo Bash. Members 
adorned the trunks of their cars with festive and spooky 
decorations, passed out candy and played interactive 
Halloween games with the kids. Some of CHF’s Miracle 
Children even stopped by dressed in their costumes!
“I was so happy that everyone who came to Trunk 
or Treat was excited to hear about our organization. 
Parents seemed to love that their kids could have a fun 
Halloween while also supporting an amazing cause,” 
said CHF Teen Board President, Delaney Barghols. Other 
members agreed, with both Alexandria Woody, Teen 
Board Vice President and Kaleigh Brown, Teen Board 
Secretary citing the kids smiles and excitement as their 
favorite part of the day. 

The Seventh Annual Trivia Bowl was held on Thursday, 
November 21st at the Farmer‘s Market. More than 300 
young professionals enjoyed five rounds of mind-boggling 
trivia questions, raffles with prizes ranging from wine 
baskets to gift cards to local restaurants, and a plethora 
of donated food. iBoard members and attendees all had a 
blast!

teen board and iboard

YARD PARTY

16 | Children’s Hospital Foundation

TRIVIA BOWL

FOR THE KIDS (AND FOR HERSELF)

The Second Annual Yard Party took place on Thursday, 
June 20th at the Yard in Oklahoma City. Guests had fun 
participating in a tasting from many of Oklahoma‘s 
local breweries and bidding on silent auction items like 
a signed Thunder basketball and Kendra Scott jewelry 
packages. We can‘t wait for next year‘s event!

CHF Teen Board Volunteers at Classen Curve‘s Boo Bash
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No Tricks, Just Treats!
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dance marathons Dance Marathon Updates
FOR THE KIDS (AND FOR HERSELF)

The summer before her freshman year at the University 
of Oklahoma, Lauren Riggs attended her yearly checkup 
at her pediatrician. As she jumped down from the exam 
table, her doctor noticed that she lost her balance easily. 
“Don’t worry,” Lauren said. “I’m just really clumsy.” But 
months of tests and doctors later, she was told that her 
balance issues were not just clumsiness, but the first 
symptoms of the chronic disease called Friedriech’s 
ataxia. 

Friedriech’s Ataxia, or FA, is a rare neuromuscular 
disorder that affects around 15,000 people worldwide. 
Lauren was told that she could expect to be in a 
wheelchair, lose her speech, coordination, fine motor 
skills and a normal functioning heart in the near future. 
FA is a life shortening disorder that has no treatment or 
cure; it is also genetic, and Lauren’s younger sister found 
out shortly afterwards that she has the illness, as well. 

Although most days are hard, Lauren describes herself 
as incredibly lucky. Shortly after her diagnosis, she was 
able to get one of the last spots in a drug trial in Florida.
This past September, it was announced that the drug 
is the first to ever show positive results for FA. She has 
found solace and support in other people who share her 
diagnosis, enjoys attending FA conventions and spends 
much of her time raising awareness for FA and other 
disorders through her role as an Executive Member of 
Soonerthon. 

Lauren loves Soonerthon and considers it one of her life’s 
biggest blessings to be involved in the organization. 
“It’s such a wonderful group of people who all share the 
same values and goals, and to be surrounded by such a 
positive and proactive community has been incredible,” 
Lauren says. Between Soonerthon, flying to Florida every 
month for treatment, being an active member of her 
sorority, Tri Delta and studying for classes, Lauren finds 
she doesn’t have much time to dwell on her diagnosis. 
“I have a lot of living to do in a shorter amount of time 
than planned. I don’t have time to be sad.” 

SOONERTHON

Soonerthon has had an incredible first semester! On October 
7th, they celebrated National Child Health Day and registered 
1,241 participants, setting the record for most number of 
participants registered in one day at any dance marathon in 
the nation in history. On November 6th, Soonerthon raised 
$178,000 on their Day of Miracles, breaking a collegiate record. 
In November, Rainn Wilson (Dwight from The Office) came to 
speak on campus and helped Soonerthon raise $20,000!

In September of 2019, CowboyThon dedicated a whole day to 
raising funds in honor of our Miracle Kid, Graham. They called 
the day “Grateful For Graham” Day. They spread awareness 
for their cause by celebrating Graham and sharing his story. 
Graham was diagnosed with congenital diaphragmatic hernia 
and hydrocephalus. He spent 109 days in the Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit and has had 10 surgeries. His favorite color is blue and 
he loves to quote his favorite movies. They raised over $7,000! It 
was the perfect way to kick start their fundraising year.

On November 4th, Miracle Marathon set out to raise $4,000. 
They had activities going on all day. They sold T-shirts, had a 
Fall Festival, and even involved community partners, like Coffee 
Slingers, Panda Express, and Kendra Scott. They were thrilled to 
surpass their goal, raising $4,681 in just 24 hours!

COWBOYTHON

OCU MIRACLE MIRATHON

OU Sophomore Serves on Soonerthon Exec While Battling 
Life-Shortening Disorder
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our doctors

Dr. Robert C. Welliver, M.D., is the Section Chief of Infectious Diseases and 
the CHF Hobbs-Recknagel Chair. Dr. Welliver’s career has been dedicated to 
researching respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) infections, the most common 
reason for hospitalization of an infant. RSV infections are linked to the 
development of asthma later in life and no vaccines or antivirals currently 
exist to combat this common condition. 

Recently, Dr. Welliver’s business, Heartland Vaccines LLC, has received a 
Small Business Technology Transfer (STTR) grant from the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases to begin testing a vaccine he and his 
partners produced. The novel vaccine, called Mnull RSV, protects animal 
models against RSV infection for a minimum of 4-6 months, which is the 
length of an RSV season. The vaccine is most effective when delivered 
directly to the lung. The goal of the STTR grant is to demonstrate that this 
vaccine can be protective when administered via commercial nebulizers 
used on infants. 

With this grant, Dr. Welliver and his team will be able to further research 
treatment methods on RSV and improve care for infants and eventually 
adults across Oklahoma and the entire nation.

DR. WELLIVER TO DEVELOP RSV VACCINNE

Ami B. Bax, M.D.

 CHF Shaun Walters Chair
Developmental & 

Behavioral Pediatrics

Dharambir K. 
Sanghera, Ph.D.

CHF Dr. Geoffrey P. 
Altshuler Founders Chair, 

Genetics

Trent Tipple, M.D.

CHF Reba McEntire Chair
Neonatology

Jane F. Silovsky, 
Ph.D.

CHF Jean Gumerson Chair
Clinical Child 
Psychology

Anne Tsai, M.D.

CHF Herring/Seeley 
M.D. Ph.D/Chiles Chair, 

Genetics

Our New Doctors

18 | Children’s Hospital Foundation

First Lady of Oklahoma, 
Sarah Stitt, accompanied 
by Dr. Morris Gessouroun, 
CHF Patricia Price Browne 
Distinguished Chair in 
Pediatrics and Chairman of 
the Department of Pediatrics, 
toured the Children’s 
Hospital and Child Study 
Center to discuss the state 
of children’s health care in 
Oklahoma.

First Lady Visits Children‘s

Ana Quintero-Del 
Rio, M.D.
CHF Arthritis

Foundation Chair, 
Rheumatology
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Children’s Hospital Foundation | 19

When Janell Legg was searching for a job out of college in 1949, she was told 
that it was in her best interest to keep the job for at least a year. When she 
joined the Department of Pediatrics staff at Children’s Hospital, she never 
expected that she would end up working there for over 30 years. “Well, I did 
keep it for at least a year. I just went a little over that,” she jokes.

Janell graduated from high school in 1948 and attended John’s Business 
College for a year. From there, she was hired as the first office administrator 
in the Department of Pediatrics at Children’s Hospital. For the first 10 years 
she worked there, she typed out all of the histories and physicals for patients 
admitted into the department; this practice phased out by the end of the 
50s, but Janell cites the experience as teaching her much in terms of medical 
education. “I like to tell people I have my medical degree because of how 
much I learned!” she says.

CHF Honors Janell Legg

In 1957, Dr. Harris D. Riley was appointed Chairman of the Department of Pediatrics; at 32, he was the youngest chair 
of a major medical department in the country. Janell became Dr. Riley’s assistant and go-to person, and as Dr. Riley 
recruited a talented faculty, growing the office size from two to 80, Janell was promoted to Office Manager of the 
Department of Pediatrics, overseeing all of the office administrators. Janell continued to assist Dr. Riley in a variety 
of ways. She would attend important meetings with him and take minutes, answer phone calls, set the Chairman’s 
schedule and patient meetings and edit every medical research article Dr. Riley wrote—which, by Janell’s estimate, was 
around 400. 

While Janell calls Dr. Riley a workaholic, she admits that she was one, as well. “I dedicated my entire life to Children’s. 
I never married, but I was certainly married to my job,” She laughs. Besides working, Janell loved spending time with 
her nieces and nephews. Janell retired when she was 55 years old, but continued to work in hospitals part-time as a 
medical transcriber. Her last six years of work were spent in the Volunteer Department at Children’s Hospital.

“Those were my favorite years of work.” Janell says. “I was able to interact with the patients and their families much 
more in that position, and I became very close to some of them. I would bake birthday cakes for the children and even 
babysit them sometimes to help out the parents.”

Janell stopped working altogether in 1998. She remained very close to her longtime friend, Dr. Riley, often visiting him 
and his wife to catch-up over a meal. Dr. Riley passed away in 2010 and his wife followed a few years later, but Janell 
still keeps up with their three children and helps keep the memory of their father alive. She remembers Dr. Riley fondly, 
reminiscing on his love of the show Gun Smoke and his perpetually-messy office. “He had papers stacked everywhere 
in his office—on his desk, the bookcase, the floor...but he knew where everything was.”

Janell will turn 90 in March, an age she never imagined she’d reach but is incredibly grateful to have done so. She lives 
in an assisted-living home in Midwest City; she loves that someone else does the cooking and cleaning for her! She 
remains close with her nieces and nephews, and she looks forward to their visits and spending the holidays with them. 

“I’ve had a pretty mundane life,” says Janell, “but I have loved it.” We’d have to disagree, Janell—your life has been 
anything but mundane.

A 1960 photograph of 
Children’s Memorial 

Hospital, where Janell 
worked as Office 

Administrator of the 
Department of Pediatrics.

Pediatric residents 
surround Dr. Harris D. Riley, 
whom Janell was assistant 

to, as he discusses a tiny 
patient at the hospital.
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